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2022 Vermont Diesel Emissions Reduction Financial Assistance Program RFP posted 10/31/2022  Question and Answer Summary 

11/1/2022 Does replacing a 2005 Freight Liner Oil Truck with a 
2022/2023 chassis qualify for vehicle replacement?  

To qualify for a vehicle replacement, the existing truck needs to have operated at least 
7,000 miles per year during each of the previous two years and have at least 3 years of 
remaining useful life (i.e., how long it could continue to operate even if it were sold or 
rebuilt). As a 2005, it already meets the 2009 or earlier engine model year requirement 
for replacement with a newer diesel.  

11/1/2022 We just placed an order for a 2023 Ford F350. It is taking 6 
months or more to receive a new truck, and if we wait for 
the awards to be finalized, we would not have the truck in 
time for the 2023-2024 winter season. Are we disqualified 
from the program? 

Unfortunately, if the truck is already on order, it would be considered in progress and 
ineligible for funding. We do understand that vehicle and equipment orders are taking 
longer, and we can offer case-by-case timeline extensions for projects that are delayed 
as a result of ongoing supply chain issues. 

11/1/2022 What is the cutoff year for vehicle replacements? The cutoff year for a diesel engine being replaced with a newer cleaner diesel is still 
2009 or earlier. If replacing a diesel with an electric option, there is no cutoff. 

11/2/2022 Please confirm for the vehicle replacement grant one needs 
to have a vehicle that they will turn in for this grant and the 
vehicle must have  a certain mileage accumulated over the 
previous 12 months that are verifiable and shall have useful 
life remaining for x years.   
Are there any requirements for the older vehicle as to the 
destruction of the engine and or cutting the frame in half to 
render the vehicle inoperable? 

In order to qualify for a vehicle replacement, you would need a diesel vehicle that has 
at least 3 years of remaining useful life, is fully operational, and has operated at least 
7,000 miles per year during each of the 2 years prior to replacement. On the application 
form, we ask for mileage over the past 12 months with supporting documentation (or, if 
no documentation is available, we ask that some basis is provided for the mileage 
estimate). For vehicle replacements with a 2019 or newer diesel, the older vehicle must 
have an engine model year 2009 or earlier. If the vehicle is being replaced with an 
electric option, the engine model year requirement does not apply. 
If awarded funding, the vehicle being replaced would need to be scrapped within 60 
days of receiving the new vehicle. We require a 3-inch hole cut through the engine 
block and the chassis cut in half on either side of the frame rail. This can be done either 
in-house or through a licensed salvage yard. Any vehicle components not related to the 
engine or chassis can be removed prior to scrappage (plows, seats, etc.).  
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11/2/2022 I'm wondering why we haven't seen any bid submissions for 
the vehicles and equipment being scrapped. What is 
happening to the vehicles/equipment that are being 
replaced? 

For vehicle replacement projects funded by this program, EPA requires that the older, 
more heavily polluting diesel vehicles be scrapped within 60 days of receipt of the new 
vehicle.  Scrapped means rendered permanently disabled by drilling, cutting, or 
punching a 3-inch diameter hole in the engine block (the part of the engine containing 
the cylinders) and disabling the chassis by cutting through the frame/frame rails on 
each side at a point located between the front and rear axles.  The program allows for 
vehicle/equipment components that are not part of the engine or chassis to be 
salvaged from the vehicle being replaced (e.g., plow blades, shovels, seats, etc.).  How 
the scrappage is done and by whom is up to the program participants and does not 
need to be declared at the time of application. While participants do have the option of 
scrapping the vehicle “in-house”, AQCD does provide a list of state-permitted salvage 
yards at the time of award. 

11/3/2022 In September we replaced a 2009 backhoe with a Caterpillar 
and wondering if it would qualify for reimbursement?  

Projects involving vehicle, engine, or equipment replacements that are already 
underway or have been completed are ineligible for funding. Projects initiated (i.e., 
ordered, purchased, financed, installed, etc.) prior to receiving an award notification 
are ineligible for funding. 

11/3/2022 One of our member towns is interested in the diesel 
emissions reduction assistance program. They have a 1991 
Caterpillar grader that has 8 to 10 years of useful life 
remaining. However, they don’t use it for 7,000 miles per 
year. Is there any flexibility in the eligibility criteria when it 
comes to mileage?  

The grader may qualify as non-road equipment and would need to meet the 
operational requirement of 500 hours per year rather than the mileage requirement.  

11/7/2022 I'm new to this process; how do I apply for funding for a new 
heavy-duty diesel truck? 
Follow up question: Does the existing truck have to be 
scrapped? Can it be sold? 

In order to qualify for a vehicle replacement with a 2019 or newer diesel truck, the 
existing truck must meet the following conditions: it must still be operational; it must 
have operated at least 7,000 miles per year during each of the two previous years; and 
it must have at least 3 years of remaining useful life (this is the number of years it could 
continue to operate, even if it were to be rebuilt or sold to another fleet). Additionally, 
the replacement project cannot already be underway (meaning it cannot already be 
ordered or purchased). If you are awarded funding, please also be aware that the 
existing vehicle would need to be scrapped within 60 days of receiving the new vehicle. 
More details regarding the scrappage requirements are included in the Request for 
Proposals. If your project meets those conditions, you can apply for funding by filling 
out the application form found on the Vermont bid site. There is an example application 
at the back of the Request for Proposals for your reference, and you can reach out to 
me with any additional questions. 
Follow-up answer: Yes, the existing truck would need to be scrapped. Components that 
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are unrelated to the engine block and chassis can be taken off prior to scrappaged and 
be kept or sold, and the scrapped vehicle may be sold. Because we are trying to achieve 
emissions reductions, the program does not allow the existing vehicle to be sold intact. 

11/7/2022 We deliver home heating oil and are looking to replace one 
of our older trucks with a newer diesel. How would this 
program work for us? 

In order to qualify for a vehicle replacement with a 2019 or newer diesel truck, the 
existing truck must meet the following conditions: it must still be operational; it must 
have operated at least 7,000 miles per year during each of the two previous years; and 
it must have at least 3 years of remaining useful life (this is the number of years it could 
continue to operate, even if it were to be rebuilt or sold to another fleet). Additionally, 
the replacement project cannot already be underway (meaning it cannot already be 
ordered or purchased). If you are awarded funding, please also be aware that the 
existing vehicle would need to be scrapped within 60 days of receiving the new vehicle. 

11/7/2022 Has a diesel yard truck(non-road) that meets the engine 
eligibility. Confirming to check the first box under non-road 
vehicles – up to 45% of replacement with a new, all-electric 
nonroad vehicle or piece of equipment. 

Yes, this is correct. 

11/7/2022 Are there any programs that the state offers that are similar 
to this one for replacing gasoline-powered trucks? 

Currently, the state does not offer any programs that would help fund the replacement 
of an older gasoline-powered vehicle with a newer gasoline-powered vehicle. 
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11/9/2022 1. Does an electric vehicle with a brushless AC induction 
motor have a designated EPA “Engine Tier” or is this 
question answered as “NA” because the unit will not have a 
diesel engine with an engine tier rating? 
2. Can the GMP calculations or entire incentive document be 
used for the proof of fuel consumption and hours of 
operation? 
3. Is it possible to submit a draft application for your review 
and receive comments concerning need for additional 
information? 

1. indicate NA for the engine tier. This input was included with internal combustion 
engines in mind but doesn’t really apply to electric replacement projects. I’ll have to 
remember to include a footnote to that effect in future application forms. 
2. We understand that not everyone keeps records of hours of operation or fuel 
consumption. In those instances, we ask that the applicant provide the basis of their 
estimate. In this case, the GMP calculations should be fine for fuel consumption. For 
hours of operation, if hour logs are not available, please provide a photo of the 
equipment’s hour meter, in addition to the estimate provided through employee 
interviews. 
3. To ensure a competitive and fair process, we do not pre-review applications or assist 
with preparing applications.  We do review the application during the Bidder's 
Conference. 
4.Question on Section 7: Remaining Useful Life, footnote #4 
Fleet owner estimates the number of years until unit retirement from service. 
Does a 3-year minimum remaining useful life exist for the off-road unit, or can an 
estimate of less than 3 years be used for the requested field?  

11/10/2022 Remaining Useful Life, footnote #4 
Fleet owner estimates the number of years until unit 
retirement from service 
Does a 3-year minimum remaining useful life exist for the 
off-road unit, or can an estimate of less than 3 years be used 
for the requested field?  

A minimum of three years remaining useful life is required for both on-road and off-
road equipment. However, this should represent the number of years that it could 
potentially continue to operate if the replacement isn’t funded, even if it were to be 
sold to another fleet or needed to be rebuilt. For example, if you were to sell it two 
years from now, and then it operated with a different fleet for another year, it would 
still have had three years of remaining useful life despite the third year being with 
another fleet. 

11/10/2022 The town recently took possession of a 2023 truck, replacing 
a 2010 diesel. Would this qualify for funding? 

Projects that are already underway or completed are not eligible for funding. 
Additionally, if replacing a vehicle with a newer diesel, then the vehicle being replaced 
must have an engine model year of 2009 or earlier. 

11/14/2022 Would diesel-powered commercial lawnmowers qualify for 
replacement with electric? 

Yes - in order to qualify, the mowers would need to operate at least 500 hours per year 
during each of the two years prior to upgrade and would need to have at least 3 years 
of remaining useful life. Hours of operation may be combined for multiple pieces of 
equipment to meet the 500-hour requirement with the understanding that 
reimbursement would be provided for only one new piece of equipment. 
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11/14/2022 Are there are or will there be any future contracts to develop 
or plan for alternative diesel production (e.g., biodiesel)? 

Currently, the state does not have any programs in place that support alternative diesel 
production. The Vermont Diesel Emissions Reduction Financial Assistance Program does 
not provide funding towards fueling infrastructure, except for charging stations 
associated with vehicle/equipment replacement projects, electrified parking for truck 
stops and TRUs, and marine shore connection systems. 

11/14/2022 Could a third party (i.e., conservation district) apply on behalf 
of another party (farmers)? 

It is the State's preference that the fleet owner apply; however, if a third party wants to 
provide assistance to a fleet owner in filling out the application, that would be 
acceptable. 

11/14/2022 Is the estimated cost for non-road diesel equipment just for 
basic cost of new vehicle or can it include necessary options, 
like a snowplow? 

It is a like-for-like replacement. The new piece of equipment would have the same 
functionality, so if, for example, the old piece of equipment had a plow, then the 
reimbursement for the new piece of equipment could apply to the plow as well. 

11/14/2022 Can you reiterate any restrictions for vehicles that have a 
limited remaining useful life? 

The minimum threshold for remaining useful life is three years.  This is the number of 
years that the piece of equipment or vehicle could potential continue to operate if it 
were not provided funding through the program for upgrade or replacement. This 
applies even if it were hypothetically rebuilt or sold to a different fleet and then 
operated for several more years; the remaining useful life would include those years 
operating as part of a different fleet.  

11/14/2022 Could we get a copy of the power point presentation shown 
during the 11/14/2022 bidders conference? 

Yes - I can email a pdf of the slides upon request. 

11/14/2022 Is it correct that a vehicle that has a dead motor that has to 
be replaced would not qualify due to the requirements and 
limitations that the vehicle must be operational at the time 
of the application? 

Yes, that is correct, the vehicle or equipment should be fully operational at time of the 
application. 

11/14/2022 Are the only eligible stationary generators ones that are used 
for idling? 

No, other generators may be eligible, as long as they meet the minimum usage of 500 
hours per year during each of the previous two years prior to upgrade/replacement. 

11/15/2022 Would a supporting information such as a receipt for repairs 
to our truck demonstrate the interest to maintain the unit 
life expectancy? 
So, we estimate the useful life remaining, but the minimum 
life estimate must be 3 years to meet eligibility criteria? 

If you would like to include supporting information for the remaining useful life 
estimate you may, but it is not a requirement. We understand that the remaining useful 
life estimate is based on user knowledge, so no back up documentation is needed. 
That’s correct. The remaining useful life estimate allows us to calculate the emissions 
reductions that would be achieved by the proposed project. EPA set the minimum at 
three years to avoid having projects that result in minimal reductions. 
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11/15/2022 " On request for proposal it says “All projects that are 
already underway or have been completed are ineligible for 
funding. Projects initiated (i.e., purchased, financed, 
installed, etc.) prior to receiving an award notification are 
ineligible for funding” and on the application it says “Project 
Eligibility: Please review and confirm the following 
statements. Note that additional eligibility requirements may 
apply depending on project type. If you have any questions 
regarding the eligibility of your project, please refer to the 
Request for Proposals or contact Leigh Martin at 
leigh.martin@vermont.gov. - My proposed project is not yet 
underway (i.e., ordered, purchased, financed, installed, etc.).  

"In order to be eligible, the project cannot be initiated until awards have been 
announced; if the truck is ordered prior to receiving a notification, it would be 
disqualified.  

11/15/2022 My question is we order a new truck before any decision is 
made, then we would not be eligible? As they are so far out 
on building we were looking to do so ASAP. " 

Typically, it takes us 2-3 weeks to review and score the applications, after which we will 
issue pre-award notifications to applicants who have been approved for funding. We 
then request approved applicants to sign an attestation agreement and provide 
additional information so that we can finalize and issue award letters. Awardees can 
start their projects once the pre-award notification is received; although we typically 
don’t advise awardees to begin their projects before receiving a final award letter, this 
is left up to the comfort level of the awardee as there is a level or risk involved. 

11/18/2022 Overall, how much does this round of funding provide? Are 
you aware of new programs popping up as a result of the 
Inflation Reduction Act?  

We do understand that supply chain issues and backups are still ongoing; in the event 
that a project is delayed beyond the September 30, 2023 deadline as a result of these 
issues, we may offer time extensions on a case-by-case basis." 

 


